
Hedda Gabler 

 

Ibsen’s play presents an intense few hours in the life, and death, of its characters. The 

version I will be using is by Patrick Marber and was directed by Ivo van Hove at the NT in 

2016. The language is natural and modern but stays close to that of the original play in 

translation.. 

The Tesmans return from their honeymoon and as some of  the main characters begin  to be 

haunted by past mistakes, the cruelty and frustration of the eponymous Hedda increases. 

Cracks and faultlines begin to run through the relationships with eventually messy and fatal 

consequences.  

I’m looking for actors who want  to  work on their representation of complex characters and 

are interested in moulding a role from what lies beneath the lines as much as from what is 

actually spoken. 

 

Major Roles: 

Hedda and her husband Tesman: These actors should have a playing age of late twenties 

to early thirties. She is attractive, cruel and simmers with frustration with her life and her new 

husband. He is the same age, a bookish academic, devoted to his aunt, kindly and unaware 

of his wife’s true nature.  

Lovborg:He is also an aspiring academic like Tesman and roughly the same age as his 

friend. He is brilliant but dissolute, and an alcoholic.  

Mrs Elvsted (Thea): She is roughly the same age as the previous characters. She is gentle, 

trusting and kind, a genuinely good and likeable person. 

Judge Brack: Playing age is late forties to fifties. He is suave, clever, manipulative and 

ruthless. It is only Hedda who comes to know his true nature. 

 

Smaller roles: 

Juliana: Playing age fifty to sixty. She is Tesman’s much loved aunt. Hedda despises her for 

being unsophisticated. 

Berte the maid: She is roughly the same age as Juliana and was Tesman’s nanny. She is 

devoted to the family but a little uncertain about Tesman’s new wife Hedda. 

 

I have copies of the script available for people to borrow. They are the ones we will be using 

once rehearsals start so please do not mark them. They must be brought to the audition on 

the 8th March or returned before then. 

 

If you’d  like to borrow a script, or to discuss any aspect of the play or the role which 

interests you, please get in touch. I would be delighted to hear from you. Jane Buckland 

bucklandjane75@gmail.com or message me on Facebook. 

 

Audition pieces: 

Act One Page 3 to page 4 ‘Berte:She said she’s got big plans. Berte Juliana 

Act One Page 10 ‘She hands Tesman a flat package.’ to page 13 Juliana exits.Hedda 

Juliana Tesman 

Act One Page 19 ‘Now we can talk in private.’ to page 22 ‘I don’t like anything about 

him.’Hedda Mrs Elvsted 

Act One Page 26 ‘Tesman and Brack watch them go.’ to page 30 Brack exits. Brack Hedda 

Tesman 
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Act Two Page 48 ‘Brack and Tesman exit.’ to page 53 ‘Hedda: Good but don’t rely on me.’ 

Hedda Lovborg Tesman 

Act Four Page 91 ‘Hedda: You were saying? To page 93 ‘Hedda: Must we?’ Hedda Brack 

 

Additional sections may be used in the auditions. 

 

 

 

 


