






















DIRECTED BY NIKKI PACKHAM

Audition: Sunday 18 September from 2.00pm to 3.45pm.

Performance dates: 20 � 28 
January 2012

California Suite is 
composed of 4 playlets 
whose action takes place in 
rooms 203 and 204 in the 
Beverley Hills Hotel, Los 
Angeles, California.

Act I. Scene 1. Visitor from 
New York.

Hannah has � own out 
to California to her 
ex-husband William to 

demand that  their 17 year-old daughter return with her to 
New York, but things do not go according to plan... A funny 
and poignant piece.

Act I. Scene 2. Visitor from Philadelphia.

Marvin � nds himself in bed with Bunny, a �present� from his 
brother. Marvin who is expecting his wife Millie and when 
she arrives some delicious farcical moments ensue, as Michael 
tries to stop his wife seeing the comatose hooker.  He � nally 
confesses all to Millie, who has her own way of dealing with the 
situation. Very funny.

Act II. Scenes 1 & 2.  Visitors from London.

Diana Nichols, an English actress nominated for the Best 

Actress Oscar, nervously needing her husband Sidney who 
is caring and supportive. However,when he has to deal with 
Diana�s disappointment at not winning, the story of their 
marriage is revealed... A witty, gently barbed but tender 
portrait of two people and their particular relationship.

Act II. Scene 3.  Visitors from Chicago.

Mort Hollender is on holiday with his wife Beth and their best 
friends Stu and Gert Franklyn. � e perils of holidaying with 
your best friends are wonderfully captured, as Beth�s injury 
on the tennis court is blamed on Stu, resulting in mayhem in 
the suite, as tempers fray, arguments erupt and more injuries 
occur. A �Mexican wave� of comic moves. Fast and furious.

I should like to do this play with two actors playing the visitors 
from New York, London and 2 of the visitors from Chicago 
and a further two actors playing the visitors from Philadelphia 
and the other two visitors from Chicago. � is was done in 
the original production in 1976 and I�m sure it gives great 
opportunities for actors to really extend their range. It would 
also mean that a small cast of 5, including Bunny, who could 
be played by a member of the backstage crew, could more 
easily rehearse outside whilst Oliver is in rehearsal. However, 
this is not set in stone.

Ages shown are �playing� ages and American accents are 
required where appropriate.

Please do come and audition and don�t get hung up about ages 
or accents. � ere is great potential here for a wonderful range 
of character-driven emotions, movement and FUN.

For scripts and info. contact Nikki on 020 3489 1262, 07752 
210244 or email packham-in@tiscali.co.uk and a� er 1 
September to 17 September, Pauline Armour.

CALIFORNIA SUITE
   - NEIL SIMON

AUDITIONS... 

 Cast: 

 Hannah Warren 40s  
 William (Billy) 40s 
 Marvin Michaels 40s 
 Bunny   young(non-speaking) 
 Marvin    
 Millie    30s–40s 
  Diana Nichols 40s 
 Sidney  40s 
 Mort Hollender 40s 
 Beth    30s–40s 
 Stu Franklyn 40s 
 Gert Franklyn 30s–40s

Directed by Tony Jenner

Auditions Sunday 16th October 2011 at 5:30pm

Performance dates: 15th - 23rd June 2012

tonyj@bromleylittletheatre.org 07974 373 873

First performed in 1973 and last seen at Bromley Little � eatre 
in 1979, Peter Sha� er�s Equus remains as shocking today as 
when it was originally performed. A single act of violence by 
Alan Strang places him in con� ict with psychiatrist Martin 
Dysart, who is forced to reconcile his own world weary views 
on his life of normality, his marriage and his career. Whose life 
is being laid bare � the patient or the psychiatrist?
Very simple staging will require strong performances from 
everyone in the cast. Despite having very strong central roles it 
is very much an ensemble piece and indeed the original stage 
directions call for the entire cast to be onstage at all times as a 
sort of Greek chorus. I don�t intend to adhere to this but there 
will be times when everyone will be involved in certain scenes. 
List of characters � there is some � exibility in the playing ages

Cast:
Martin Dysart  Mid 40s) upwards 
 Psychiatrist
Alan Strang  Playing age 17 (appears nude)
 Patient
Frank Strang  Mid 40s
 Alan�s Father
Dora Strang  Early to mid 40s
 Alan�s Mother
Hesther Salomon  40s to 50s
 Magistrate
Jill Mason  Early 20s (appears nude)
 Stablegirl
Harry Dalton  40s upwards
 Stable Owner
Young Horseman/Nugget Any age � physically � t

Nurse   Any age

Six Actors/Chorus Any age
 Horses/Cinemagoers

EQUUS
   - PETER SHAFFER
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directed by Abi Topley

Performances 17-25 February 2012

Audition Date 18 September 2011 at 4pm

I am auditioning very early for this production as it is part of 
the Royal Shakespeare Company�s Open Stages programme 
and there is a skills exchange event happening the next 
weekend (24th and 25th September) at the Questors �eatre 
Ealing. We have booked twelve places for as many of the 
cast as possible to attend the Saturday workshop on acting, 
movement, stage combat, voice and text and eight places for as 
many of the crew as possible to attend the Sunday workshops 
on Directing, Set Design, Lighting ,Sound Design and Stage 
Management. �e training is provided by RSC practitioners 
and is free. Both days run from 9.30- 6. If you are cast there 
will be a strong expectation that you attend the workshop as 
it is a great opportunity. I will ask people to con�rm if they 
are able to attend the workshop when auditioning. If you 
cannot make the 24th, however, please do not be put o� from 
auditioning as accommodation can be made.

�e Plot

�e play is set in Illyria where all but one of the residents are 
of a certain age (see approximate playing ages of the characters 
below) and are growing old fairly disgracefully. �e exception 
is the young Puritanical zealot Malvolio determined to set 
his mistress Olivia�s house in order but who falls victim to a 
rather ingenious plot to discredit him hatched by Olivia�s maid 
Maria and enjoyed by Olivia�s drunken Uncle Sir Toby and 
his unprepossessing friend Sir Andrew. Olivia at �rst cuts a 
sad �gure in mourning for a brother and a father, spurning 
the advances of the rather absurd lovesick Duke of Orsino, 
an ageing deluded Lothario in love with the idea of love, but 
then revealing her cougar tendencies by seducing a very nice 
much younger man (who unbeknownst to her is a very nice 
much younger girl disguised as a courtier (Cesario), directed 
by Orsino to woo Olivia on his behalf.) �e girl (Viola) has 
been shipwrecked on Illyria and believes her twin brother 
(Sebastian) to have drowned and so dresses as a man to give 
herself protection and is employed by Orsino with whom she 
somewhat improbably falls in love. Sebastian enters the fray 
having been rescued by sailor Antonio , is mistaken for Cesario 
with comic results. All is �nally revealed, love triumphs and 
they nearly all live happily ever a�er, the two serious young 
twins infected by their older spouses� frivolity . Malvolio, 
however, remains a very angry young man.

My Approach

I would like to take the opportunity to explore the comic and 
dramatic potential of a clash between generations with the 
twist being that it is the older generation who are indulging 
themselves whilst the more serious youth try to hold onto their 
reason in a confusing, �nothing is as it seems� world. Whilst 
there is a lot of typically Shakespearean wordplay in Twel�h 
Night much of the humour comes through the mistaken 

identities and delusions of the characters which translate well 
for modern audiences so if Shakespeare�s language worries you, 
fear not! 

Cast

Orsino, a love sick Duke, part silver fox, part public school twit 
but with a good heart. 
(major role, playing age late 40s/early 50s)

Valentine, courtier to the Duke, always remains polite but 
cynical of Orsino�s latest enthusiasms, incorporating the role of 
Curio a second courtier 
(minor role, playing age 40s plus) 

Olivia, a lady in mourning but actually a bit of a drama queen 
and a cougar 
(major role, playing age 40s/early 50s)

Sir Toby Belch, Olivia�s drunken Uncle living o� her charity, 
larger than life and a bit of a charlatan 
(major role, playing age 60s+)

Sir Andrew Aguecheek, Sir Toby�s drippy friend attempting to 
woo Olivia, a coward and a deluded fool 
(major role, playing age 50s/60s)

Maria, Olivia�s maid, clever and opinionated not at all servile 
(major role 50s+)

Malvolio, Olivia�s steward, a very serious arrogant puritanical 
zealot 
(major role 20s)

Fabian, a member of Olivia�s household, a jolly simple fellow 
(minor role 40s+)

Feste, Olivia�s jester, ironically more sensible than the rest, he�s 
a wise fool, Northern accent and a good singing voice desirable 
(medium role 50s+)

Viola/Cesario, a shipwrecked gentlewoman who disguises 
herself as a young man, earnest and considered 
(major role 20s, early 30s)

Sebastian*, Viola�s twin brother, earnest and thoughtful 
(medium role 20s, early 30s)

Antonio, Sebastian�s friend and rescuer, somewhat smitten by 
the young man 
(medium role 30s)

Sea Captain/ Priest, Viola�s rescuer and the man that marries 
the two happy couples 
(minor role 50s+)

O�cer/ various servants, blu� and subservient, 
(very minor role, 40s+)

*Please note I am willing to 
consider casting a female actor as 
Sebastian if I need to in order to 
get two actors of similar looks and 
stature for the twins. 

Twelfth Night
   - WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

13








